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'Irrationalapproach'to
removalof beachrock
'BALANCEBETWEEN MAINTAININGSHORELINE

AND MEETINGBASICNEEDSOF COMMUNITY".

what he describes,the
"irrationalapproach"to

the removalof rockfrombeaches.

Mr. Bob Freeland,of Freeland Constructions

and Plant
HirePty.Ltd.,Currie,sayshe doesnot agree,on

technical

grounds,that beachgravelshouldbe made
available

for
generalconcretework.He statesthat beachgravel,whilst
cheaperthan crushedaggregate,

does not have the necess-

sary cubicalshapeor grading requirements

to producecon-
cretethat will meet requiredstandardsfor

construction

purposes.
"Furthermore,"

he says,"the removalof all mat-
erialin a

specificarea,
irrespective

of sizeis not
necessarily satisfactory.

If the availablerock is
scalpedor

screened

on the beach,the largerrock
retainedfor crushingand finermaterialleft,the
effecton any areawouldbe reducedto a
minimum,and the productobtainablewould
providea far higherstandardof crushed material

suitablefor roadworksand the buildingin-
dustry."

Whilethe costsmay be higher,the effecton the
shoreline

wouldbe less
noticeable

and in many casesnot detrim-
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entalto
restricting accessor to the

environment.

Alternative materialsavailable.
"Mr.Freelandsaysthathe has queriedfor a
numberof yearsthe

"irrational"approachto the
removalof rockfromthe beachwhenits use has
been otherthan for crushingand

subsequent

use
as

aggregate

for concreteand finecrustedrock
for road constructionand road sealingpro-

grammes.

"Whilesomebeachrockis castin specificlocat-

ionswhereit appearsto be a
renewablesource,

thereare manyotherareaswhereoverthe last25
yearsor morelarge

quantities

of goodgraderock

courseas fillingin lanes,drives,roadwaysand

continued back page

UFOs
investigated

(fromfrontpage)

The Valentichaffair

PaulNormanof VUFORSwas ableto visitthe Islandand
obtained

dataon an
October21st.sightingat 1 p.m.,just

five hourspriorto
Valentich's disappearance.

Mrs. K.M.
was

sunbaking

in the backyardof her Curriehome.The
sky was veryblueand clear,exceptfor one largecloud

directly overhead.
Out of this cloudcame an object
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in colourand movedwesttowardthe sea.It movedslower

thanan
aircraft.

It
stopped

at a 70° angle,thenstarted

movingbackin the
direction

it had come.Mrs.M.
watched

for 10
minutes,

thenhad to leaveand saw no
moreof it. The cloudwas

estimated

to be at an
elevation

of about1500ms.

Despitethe
publicity

of the Bass Straitincidentno
reports afterthatdate

occurred

on the
Island.

It is
interesting

to notethatthe
anonymouswriterand the

Newmancasehad been
published

in the KingIsland

News back in
September.

A greatdealhas alreadybeenwrittenaboutthe
Valentich

disappearance

and thereis
certainlynothingnew thatthe

Centrecan add to the
incident.

The
publicityshowed

thereis a new levelof
acceptance

by the publicand
mediain respectof the UFO

phenomena.

Many calls

came into the Centrebecause witnesses
felt they should

reportwhattheyhad seento an
interested party.The

"theywillthinkI'm mad"
attitude stillprevails

but it is
graduallybeingerodedaway.

If the
Valentich sighting

was a UFO
event,thenit

actually occurred duringthe midstof heightened activity

both in Tasmaniaand Victoria.The publicityenabledus
to pickup many

sightings
thatwouldhave

otherwise
gone

unreported.

It makesone wonderjust how many UFO
sightingstherereallyare.
Valentichdisappearedon October 21st,aftera finalcall
to FlightControlat 7.12p.m.the engineof his planewas
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roughand he reportedthe unknownaircraftwas hovering

overhead.
As will have been notedfrom previous reports,

sightings had alreadyoccurredon King Islandwhilst
othersoccurredelsewhere in the State.

FlightPlan
The interestshownby the TasmanianUFO

Investigation

Centrein King Island sightingsis
demonstrated

by the attentiongivento them in
the Centre'sannualreport.

We hopethishas alsobeen
interesting

to readers,

particularly

thosewho may have missedearlier
reportsin the "News".It is also

interesting

to
note from TUFOIC'sannualreportthat
althoughthe numberof reportedUFO sightings

to the Centrehas increased yearly,almost
doubledin the lasteightyears,fewereachyear
remainunidentifiedafter

investigation

by the
Centre,each year.Of 168 reported sightingsin
1978 only 24 remain

unidentified,
whilstanother

17 are stillbeing
investigated,

or
information

is
insuficientto form a conclusion,and presumably

the King Islandsightingsare includedin these
categories.

In the caseof the
Valentichaffair,and in the

interestof
investigativereporting,the "News"

wouldliketo remind readersof a reportwhichwe
publishedat the time, concerningthe pilot's

originalintentions.
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At the timeof Mr.
Valentich's intendedflightto

King Island from MoorabbinCurrie Airport
flightservicewouldnot have been available

unlessspecialarrangements

had been made by
the pilotcontactingCurrie.When filinghis flight

plan,the pilotwas alsoaskedif he had
requested

landinglightsat Currie,to whichhe repliedthat
he had. HoweverCurrieflightservicehad no
knowledge

of the intendedflight,leastof all a
requestfor landinglights.

It was
interesting

thatthe "News"was the first

mediato
investigate

this aspectof the mystery.

Graveluseage(cont.fromfrontpage)
yards,"Mr. Freelandsays.He contendsthat for
such purposesan

alternativematerialsuch as
NorthPit or Pearshapegravelcouldhave been
used,and won from accessibledeposits.

"Quarry-type"operationadvocated

Mr. Freelandsaid it had apparentlybeen
acceptedsinceearlydays of

development
that

beachrock was freelyavailablefor any purpose

considerednecessary"hencethe misuseand subsequent

abusein the pastof boththe
reserves

and
possiblysome areas of

coastline".
The practice
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was that smallrock,includinglargequantities
of

fines,were removedfrom pocketsover a large

area of coastline.Mr. Freelandadvocatesa
'quarry-type'operationwherebya specificarea
wouldbe openedup. In thisway,he

contends,

sufficient materialwouldbe obtainablefrom a.
smallerarea.

"The practical alternative
to obtaining a suitablerock

depositinlandwouldbe the
provision

of one or moresites
adjoining

the coast,whererockcouldbe won in a
quarrytype

operation providing

a sourceof
material

for a long
term operation,and

subsequently meetinglocal
requirements

with minimaleffecton the coastlinein
conjunction

with limited removalof scalped beachrock."

If presentreserveswere used wiselytherewould
be

sufficientmaterial availableto last the King
Island community

for yearsto come,"but the
misuseof the limitedresources

in the past,if
continued,will impose considerabledifficulties

withinthe near futureunlessan open faced

quarrycan be
established,"

Mr. Freeland

contended.

He
concluded

thatif quarrysiteswereto be
developed

then
consideration

couldbe givento phasingout the use of
beachrockovera two yearperiod,afterallowingfor a
periodduringwhichmaterial wouldbe tested,leases
obtained,and sites

developed.
-


